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NEW REPORT FINDS RECORD SPENDING ON SCHOOL 

CONSTRUCTION, BUT WITH DISPARITY AMONG DISTRICTS 
 

Report release and panel discussion: Thursday, October 26, 2006 at 10 a.m. 
Sumner School Museum 

1201 17th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 

 
Contact: Sean O’Donnell, 21st Century School Fund, (202) 745-3745 Ext. 13 
sodonnell@21csf.org, www.21csf.org 
 
 
A new study reports that the nation’s school districts spent more than $300 billion for 
hard bricks and mortar costs to build and renovate schools between 1995 and 2004, but 
when counting all costs related to construction--land, fees, furnishings, and interest 
payments--the total for school construction approached $600 billion.   
 
But despite this massive investment in public infrastructure, too many of the nation’s 
children are still in crowded and substandard buildings. This report shows that the schools 
with the greatest need, primarily those in high-poverty and predominantly minority school 
districts, have seen the least investment. Further, the money spent on schools in low-
income communities was more likely to go to basic health and safety needs such as 
asbestos removal or roof replacement rather than educational enhancements, such as new 
technologies and science classroom improvements.  
 
Data were analyzed by the Building Educational Success Together (BEST) partnership, 
This partnership, made up of national and local organizations, combines the experience 
and knowledge of its partners to develop research, policy and innovative to improve 
public education and communities through efforts to enhance public school facilities.   
 
“Growth & Disparity: A Decade of Public School Construction 1995-2004” will be 
released Thursday, October 26, at the Sumner School Museum in Washington, DC. BEST 
partners and the report’s researchers will discuss their groundbreaking research. 
 
Their work updates the findings of the 1995 report by the General Accounting Office that 
found that nearly one-third of public school buildings, primarily those in low-income and 
minority communities, needed major repairs. That report estimated $112 billion was 
needed just to bring those buildings to current health and safety codes. Other reports 
estimated that more than $300 billion would be needed to renovate schools to 
accommodate new technologies and build new schools for rapidly increasing enrollments. 
 
“At the time, we did not understand how much money it would take to bring our old 
buildings up to modern standards, and to build enough new schools to handle enrollment 
increases,” said Mary Filardo, Executive Director of the 21st Century School Fund and an 
author of the report. “We now know that, even with this enormous investment, there is 
more work to be done.” 
 
Research has clearly shown that the quality of a school facility impacts students’ learning 
and the quality of the school staff.  BEST concludes that the federal government and 
states must have deliberate strategies to remedy these disparities and they need to increase 
their share of funding for school construction. The No Child Left Behind Act, which is 
silent on school facilities, should identify the quality of school buildings as a critical 
factor in closing the achievement gap.  States should set standards and provide financial 
incentives for districts to renovate, maintain, and build new schools where most needed. 
And a wide range of government agencies—federal, state, and local—should coordinate 
their services and resources to help districts build better facilities for their students, 
educators and communities.        


